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UNCLAS TEL AVIV 7841 

E. O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PINT IS 

SUB J : ISRAELI PRESS ON BEGIN- WEIZMAN RIFT 

1 . ISRAELI PRESS REPORTS ON JUNE 21 ARE SPLIT OVER THE 
QUESTION OF HOW SERIOUS THE EFFECTS OF THE BEGIN- WEIZMAN 
RIFT WILL BE. AT THE TWO EXTREMES, DAVAR (BLOCH) REPORTS 

IN A HEADLINE STORY THAT CABINET MINISTERS ARE DEMANDING A 
VIGOROUS REACTION FROM BEGIN REGARDING WEIZMAN, WHILE THE 
JERUSALEM POST (LANDAU AND BRILLIANT) REPORTS THAT THE 
WHOLE INCIDENT WILL BE FORGOTTEN IN A FEW WEEKS IF NO NEW 
DEVELOPMENTS OCCUR. HAARETZ (MARGALIT) MAINTAINS THERE 
IS A CONTROVERSY IN THE LIKUD OVER WEIZMAN'S POSITION IN 
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THE CABINET AND REPORTS THAT SEVERAL MK'S HAVE SAID PRIVATELY 
THEY WOULD DEMAND HIS RESIGNATION. 

2. THE STORM APPARENTLY INCREASED YESTERDAY FOLLOWING 
DAVAR'S PUBLICATION OF THE FOLLOWING QUOTE ATTRIBUTED TO 
WEIZMAN, "THOSE TWO MEN (BEGIN AND DAYAN) HAVE BEEN LYING 
TO US FOR MONTHS. ..THEY ARE LEADING THE NATION TOWARD WAR." 
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(HERUT FACTION WHIP HAIM KAUFMAN ISSUED A DENIAL OF THE DA VAR 

REPORT ON WEIZMAN'S 

BEHALF. MA’ARIV (TIROSH AND BITZUR) 

QUOTE LIKUD MK'S IN SHARP CRITICISM OF WEIZMAN. TYPICAL 
WAS THE REMARK OF ONE MK.WHO SAID. "WEIZMAN HAS PLACED INTO 
THE HANDS OF ARAB PROPAGANDA A POWERFUL TOOL IT COULD NOT 
HAVE OBTAINED FROM ANY ARAB SOURCE. FROM NOW ON, ANYONE HAS 
ONLY TO CITE THE ISRAELI DEFENSE MINISTER IN BLAMING ISRAEL 
FOR FOILING THE NEGOTIATIONS." ACCORDING TO THE JERUSALEM 
POST, MK EHUD OLMERT (LIKUD-LA AM) HAS DEMANDED THAT THE 
LIKUD'S KNESSET FACTION DISCUSS WEIZMAN'S OUTBURSTS. HE ARGUED, 
"IF A PERSON THINKS THE CABINET IS LEADING THE COUNTRY TOWARD 
WAR, HE MUST EXPLAIN HOW HE CAN BE A MEMBER OF THAT CABINET. 
DAVAR (BLOCH) REPORTS THAT ALTHOUGH WEIZMAN'S COMMENTS 
HAVE CAUSED IRRITATION WITH THE DEFENSE MINISTER THROUGH 
OUT THE LIKUD BLOC, PARTICULAR TURMOIL HAS BEEN FELT IN THE 
HERUT MOVEMENT. BLOCH ADDS THAT LIKUD 

CIRCLES BELIEVE SHARON AND ARENS WOULD BE THE MOST LIKELY 
CANDIDATES FOR THE DEFENSE MINISTER POSITION IF BEGIN 
DECIDED TO TAKE ACTION AGAINST WEIZMAN. 

3. MA'ARIV (HARIF) REPORTS THAT SEVERAL MINISTERS MAY ASK 
BEGIN TO DEMAND THAT WEIZMAN ISSUE A CATEGORICAL DENIAL OF 
THE STATEMENTS ATTRIBUTED TO HIM OR RESIGN. HARIF EXPECTS 

A DECISION BY BEGIN ON WHAT TO DO ABOUT WEIZMAN WITHIN THE 
NEXT SEVERAL DAYS. HOWEVER, THE POST REPORTS THAT BEGIN 
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HAS ALREADY DECIDED TO TAKE NO ACTION AGAINST WEIZMAN. 

WEIZMAN IS KNOWN, SAID ONE BEGIN AIDE, FOR BEING CARELESS 
ABOUT STATEMENTS, AND SOMETIMES SAYS THINGS HE REGRETS LATER. 
THE AIDE IS QUOTED AS SAYING HE WAS CONVINCED THAT WEIZMAN 
HIMSELF WAS ALREADY REGRETTING HIS ANGRY OUTBURSTS. 

4. WEIZMAN AND HIS AIDES ARE REPORTED BY THE POST TO HAVE 

SAID DURING THE PAST TWO DAYS THAT THE DEFENSE MINISTER WOULD 
HENCEFORTH CONCENTRATE ON DEFENSE MATTERS AND DESIST FROM 
MUCH INVOLVEMENT IN DIPLOMACY AND PEACEMAKING. ACCORDING TO 
A BEGIN AIDE, THE PRIME MINISTER WILL TAKE WEIZMAN AT HIS 
WORD AND NOT INVOLVE HIM AS MUCH AS BEFORE IN THE PEACE 
NEGOTIATIONS. 

5. DOWNPLAYING THE SERIOUSNESS OF WEIZMAN'S PLIGHT, THE POST 
REPORTS THAT SEVERAL CABINET MINISTERS AND MK'S PREDICT THE 
INCIDENT WILL BLOW OVER, IF WEIZMAN KEEPS HIS COOL. ACCORD- 
ING TO THE POST, ONE LIKUD MINISTER BELIEVED IT WAS HIGHLY 
UNLIKELY ANYONE WOULD MENTION THE WEIZMAN CONTROVERSY IN THE 
CABINET 

AND SOME HERUT MEMBERS ARE EXPECTED TO TRY TO STEM ANY DEVEL- 
OPMENT OF AN ANTI-WEIZMAN TIDE IN THE PARTY. "THERE WILL BE 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


NO SLAUGHTERS AND NO HEADS WILL ROLL," SAID SHLOMO GONEN 
(HERUT EXECUTIVE MEMBER). YEDIOT (ZIMUKI AND OTHERS) CLAIMS 
THAT FINANCE MINISTER EHRLICH AND OTHERS ARE TRYING TO 
CALM TROUBLED WATERS. "WF.TZMAN HAS A SURPRISINGLY GOOD 
RECORD AS DEFENSE MINISTER AND SHOULD NOT BE JUDGED ON THE 
BASIS OF HIS OUTBURSTS AT A MOMENT OF ANGER," SAID ONE LIKUD 
MINISTER TO A POST REPORTER. NATIONAL RELIGIOUS PARTY MINIS- 
TERS ALSO ARE REPORTED TO HAVE REACTED CALMLY. A LEADING 
MEMBER OF THE NRP'S KNESSET FACTION SAID HE BELIEVED WEIZMAN'S 
POSITION IN THE CABINET WAS FIRM AND THERE IS NO CALL FOR HIM 
TO RESIGN. 

6. IN A COMMENT IN HAARETZ, SCHIFF CHARACTERIZES THE ENTIRE 
INCIDENT AS THE FIRST SHOT IN THE BATTLE FOR SUCCESSION. 
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ACCORDING TO SCHIFF, WF.TZMAN WILL NOT STAY DEFEATED IN THE 
LONG RUN - HIS PUBLIC STANDING HAS BEEN STRENGTHENED AS 
THE ONLY MODERATE WILLING TO STAND UP TO BEGIN IN PUBLIC, 

AND HIS FAILURE APPEARS TO HAVE BEEN ONLY TACTICAL. LEWIS 
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